Preface                        ix

The Memoirs are long, but they are written with such
intensity of feeling, with such power of description,
that no one finds them wearisome. In no other work
is there such a panorama of the career of Louis
XIV., of his own conduct, of the life of the Court, of
the virtues, the follies and the vices of those who formed
part of it.

The great monarch would have perused these Me-
moirs with indignation, and yet from them we gain
a conception of his character that could be obtained
nowhere else. It is only just to say that our respect
for Louis XIV. is increased rather than lessened, by
reading a work in which he is criticised so freely and
so fearlessly.

These volumes have a permanent place in literature;
they stand by themselves, the most vivid and the most
dramatic of historical memoirs.

JAMES BRECK PERKINS.
June, 1901.

